
Page 1 of 2 

 

    Florida Implements PRISM 
     

 
 
What is PRISM? 
 
The Performance and Registration Information Systems Management (PRISM) program developed by the Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) links the commercial vehicle registration process to motor carrier 
safety to achieve two purposes: 
 

 Determine the fitness level of the motor carrier responsible for safety (MCRS) prior to issuing the 
registration. 

 Influence motor carriers to improve their safety performance through an improvement 
process and, where necessary, the application of registration sanctions. 

 
The PRISM program includes two major processes – the Commercial Vehicle Registration Process (Registration) 
and Enforcement, which work in parallel to identify motor carriers and hold them responsible for the safety of 
their operation.  The performance of unsafe carriers is improved through a comprehensive system of 
identification, education, awareness, data gathering, safety monitoring and treatment. 
 
How does PRISM affect the Florida IRP Registration Process? 
 
For IRP registrations or Temporary Operational Permits (TOP) with an effective date of January 1, 2011 or later, 
the USDOT Number and Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN) of the MCRS of every vehicle registered must be 
identified during the registration process.  In addition, the Motor Carrier Information Report, MCS-150, for each 
MCRS on your IRP account or TOP must be updated within the 12 months prior to the first day of the registration 
period.  This update may be done by mail or directly on the FMCSA web site at www.fmcsa.dot.gov.     In order to 
avoid delays in the registration process, it is strongly recommended that the MCS-150 information be updated 
on-line prior to submitting your IRP application/renewal.  Do not submit the MCS-150 with your IRP 
application. 
 
Information for Obtaining a Temporary Operational Permit  
 
 When obtaining a TOP, you will need to provide your USDOT Number and TIN, and if applicable, the 

USDOT Number and TIN of the MCRS for the vehicle shown on the TOP.  You will need to indicate whether 
the MCRS is expected to change during the registration year. 

 
Information for Completing Your IRP Application or Renewal 
 
 If you are filing an Original Application for an IRP account you will need to provide the USDOT number and 

TIN for the account and for the MCRS for each vehicle being registered. Mark the appropriate box 
indicating whether the MCRS is expected to change during the registration year. 
 

 If you are renewing your IRP account, the USDOT Number you previously provided the department for 
your account will be preprinted on your renewal form.  You will need to provide the USDOT number and 
TIN for the MCRS for each vehicle in the space provided.  Mark the appropriate box indicating whether 
the MCRS is expected to change during the registration year. 
 

 
 

http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/
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For many IRP accounts, the registrant that maintains the IRP account and the MCRS are the same.  In some 
instances though, the IRP account registrant and the MCRS for the individual vehicles on the account may be 
different.  The following examples outline the USDOT Number requirements associated with different registration 
situations: 
 
 If the IRP account is in your name, you own the vehicles, and you are the MCRS for the vehicles registered 

under the account, you will need to provide your USDOT Number only.  That number will be shown at both 
the account and vehicle level.  Your USDOT Number cannot be classified as a Vehicle Registrant Only. 
 

 If the IRP account is in your name, you lease some or all of the vehicles from a rental/leasing company or an 
owner/operator, and you are the MCRS for the vehicles registered under the account, you will need to 
provide your USDOT Number only.  That number will be shown at both the account and vehicle level.  Your 
USDOT Number cannot be classified as a Vehicle Registrant Only. 

 
 If the IRP account is in your name, you register vehicles in your name and lease those vehicles to others 

(lessees) who are the MCRS for the vehicles; you must provide your USDOT Number and TIN, along with the 
USDOT Number and TIN for all the lessees who are the MCRS for the vehicles registered under the account.  A 
copy of a valid lease with the lessee will be required.  The USDOT Number of the lessee cannot be classified 
as a Vehicle Registrant Only. 
 

 

Additional information and an interactive Step-by-Step Help with the Registration Process 
guide are available at www.fmcsa.dot.gov. 
 
 
 
FMCSA Rules are Changing for “Vehicle Registrant Only’ USDOT Number Classification 
 
Owner/operators that never operate their trucks under their own USDOT Number or Operating Authority and 
companies that own and register their trucks for the sole purpose of renting or leasing those trucks to motor 
carriers who are responsible for safety are required to obtain a USDOT number classified as a “Vehicle Registrant 
Only”.  In other words, the company is a “Vehicle Registrant Only” if its base state of operations requires the 
company/individual to obtain a USDOT Number as a required part of its state commercial vehicle registration 
process AND the individual that is listed on the vehicle registration and to whom license plates are issued will 
never operate the CMV under its own assigned USDOT Number or Operating Authority. 
 
Effective September 1, 2011, FMCSA will no longer issue USDOT Numbers with the classification of “Vehicle 
Registrant Only”.  In addition, USDOT Numbers previously issued with that classification will no longer be valid.  If 
you currently have a USDOT Number and operate or plan to operate as a MCRS, you must update your status to 
Motor Carrier.  

http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/

